


MCT1 is a new elite Australian macadamia variety expected to increase productivity by up to 
50%. MCT1 is protected under the Plant Breeders’ Rights Act, is owned by the Wild Macadamia 
Conservation (WMC) and managed in Africa by TopNut.

The selection originated from a seedling progeny trial in 1982 whereafter it was planted as a trial 
by several growers in the Gympie and Bundaberg regions in Australia. In 2017, after 20 years of 
sustained high productivity, MCT1 was released for commercial plantings in Australia and has 
been widely adopted throughout Australia’s macadamia growing regions. With more than 1 million 
trees currently established in Australia, it has been accepted as an industry benchmark due to its 
consistent exceptional performance.

Summary

•	 Precocious variety with commercial yields from year 3 to 4.
•	 High kernel recovery of between 40% - 50%.
•	 Consistent high production.
•	 Combines high in-shell yield with high total kernel recovery.
•	 Improved productivity and therefore profitability for producers up to 40% - 50%.
•	 Precocity makes it suitable for replanting and replacement.
•	 Macadamia integrifolia (7/8) with Macadamia tetraphylla (1/8).

NOTE: Production and quality data is from the Gympie and Bundaberg orchards in Australia.

MCT1
Factsheet

Nut characteristics:

Nut fall pattern	 Middle to slightly late in the
	 season (May to August)				  
Nut-In-Shell (NIS) size 	 Moderate
Shell 	 Very thin and even
Nut In shell/kg 	 Average of 135 nuts per kg in-shell
Kernel recovery  	 Average in Australia in 2023 of 47%
Kernel size 	 19,5 mm. Ranges from 18 mm to 23 mm 
Kernel shape 	 Uniform creamy white with a
	 slightly flat base and pointed crest
% whole kernel	 Average from 40 to 50%, depending on
	 drying regime and cracking equipment
Husk	 Thin and even

Tree characteristics:

Tree structure 	 Compact with an open tree canopy
	 The limb structure suggests tolerance
	 to severe wind
Tree size	 Small to medium sized  
Flowering	 Mid to late 
Productivity	 Very precocious and highly productive
Growth habit	 Vigorous and hardy
Hybrid	 Macadamia integrifolia (7/8) with
	 Macadamia tetraphylla (1/8).








